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Y\Ihy the Trail of Tears was
iImporta

TRAIL OF TEARS
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The New Echota Treaty of 1835 relinquished Cherokee Indian claims
to lands east of the Mississippi  River. The majority of the Cherokee
people ‘considered the! {reaty 'fraudulent and| refused to leave their

homelands. .in Georgia, ‘Alabama, = North Carolina, and Tennessee. \ . - (d
7.000 Federal and State troops were ordered into the Cherokee o S We re S (]
Nation fo forcibly evict: the Indians. On May 26, 1838, the roundup

began. Over 13.000 " Cherokees were forced from' their homes at ¢ L4
gunpoint and imprisoned  in st'o_'ckades' until removal to the west could

take place. 2,700 1éft by boat in dJune 1838, but, due to many 2y R m
deaths and 1 1 was d until cooler weather. Most N\ a e a n

of the remaining 13.000 Cherokees left 'by wagon, horseback, or on : v N u
foot during October and November, 1838, on an 800 mile route 1

through Tennenee._Ken(ucky. ‘Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas. They

¥ & (3
arrived in what is now eastern Oklahoma during danuarys February, < Wh l le 1
and March, 1839, Disease, exposure. and starvation) may have claimed e S Com p led

as many as 4,000 Cherokee lives during the course of captureé.
imprisonment, and Temoval.  The ordeal has become, known as the
Trail of Tears.
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¢ Hardly any food, disease
was spread




Future Native American
removal
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o INDIAN LAND CESSIONS

» Territories were created
or Native Americans

©' Since white people were
expanding west the
Native American land
was shrinking







