
THE FIRST EUROPEAN 
EXPLORERS 



v Leif  Ericson 

v Christopher Columbus 

v  Juan Ponce De Leon 

v Hernando De Soto 

WHO WILL WE TALK 
ABOUT? 



v  Icelandic explorer 

v  Father: Erik the Red sailed to 

Greenland and brought Leif  

with him 

v  Leif  sailed and landed on what 

is now called Newfoundland where 

he called it Vineland because of  all 

the grapes he got 

v  Sailed back to Greenland and 

never went back to the North 

American continent 

LEIF ERICSON 



v  “In 1492 Columbus sailed the 

ocean blue” 

v Landed in the Bahamas 4 

times 

v Did Columbus really discover 

America? 

v He wanted to find a direct 

water route from Europe to Asia 

v His written journeys pathed 

the way for trans-Atlantic 

exploration 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 



v Accompanied Columbus on 

his journey in 1493 

v Wanted to find the “Fountain 

of  Youth” but explored Puerto 

Rico instead 

v After Puerto Rico, he set sail 

for Florida in search of  the 

fountain 

v Historians believed he wanted 

to find gold instead 

JUAN PONCE DE LEON 



v Landed in the West Indies 

v Made a fortune from the 

African slave trade 

v Went up to Florida to find 

gold 

v Explored the southern U.S. 

and was the first to European to 

encounter the Mississippi River 

HERNANDO DE SOTO 



OUT OF THE 4 EUROPEAN 
EXPLORERS, WHO WOULD 

YOU MOST LIKELY SAIL 
WITH AND WHY? 

EXIT QUESTION 


