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Social Studies — United States History Syllabus
Mr. Derek Dugan
Email: ddugan@mariamontessoriacademy.org
Blog: http://blogs.mariamontessoriacademy.org/mrderek/
Room: P1-C1

Course Description:

United States History is designed to give students a thorough understanding of United States
History, requiring students to master historical and analytic skills, including chronological and
spatial thinking, historical research, and historical interpretation. The class strives to prepare
students to assess historical materials, evaluate relevance and reliability, and deal critically with
problems and materials in United States History.

Students will understand:
The role of geography in shaping United States History
The relationship between events of different time periods
The changes caused by European exploration in the Americas
European colonization and settlement of North America
The significance of the American Revolution in the development of the United States

The structure and function of the United States government established by the
Constitution

The territorial growth of the United States and expansion of the political system and
social rights before the Civil War

The significance of the Civil War Era to the United States
The development of the American West following the Civil War
Our class topics will fit in within the cycle theme:
Orientation: August 15™- September 23™
Community: September 26"- November 11"
Structure: November 28"- January 20"
Patterns: January 30™- March 17"
Balance: March 27"- May 12"

Course Expectations:
Students will need to be prepared to work each class period (having writing utensils available,
follow directions, and bring their notebooks and planners each day. Students will also be
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expected to use speaking, reading, listening, and writing skills in this class.
is the responsibility of the student to talk with the instructor if they cannot
turn in assignments and projects prior to expected due dates.
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Textbooks and Materials:

Students will use the Atlas of United States History along with National Geographic and
Smithsonian magazines in the classroom. Other useful resources and/or web links will be
provided on the U.S. History blog page listed above.

Grading Plan:

Grades are posted daily on “ASPIRE.” Parents will be able to view grades and contact
teachers if applicable. Grading percentages and the grading scale is listed below:

Tradit
What the Student Knows Score | al Let
Grac

Exceeds Proficiency: In addition to Score 85,the student
uses inferences and applications that go beyond what was 95 A+
explicitly taught in class.

In addition to Score 85 performance, partial success at
inferences and applications that go beyond what was directly 90 A
explicitly in class.

Meets Proficiency: No major errors or omissions regarding
any of the information and/or processes (simple or complex) 85 B+
that were explicitly taught.

No major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details
and process and partial knowledge of the more complex 80 B
ideas and processes.

Approaching Proficiency: No major errors or omissions
regarding the simpler details and processes but major errors

. ) : 75 C+
or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and
processes.
Partial knowledge of the simpler details and processes but
major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas 70 C
and procedures.
Developing Proficiency: With help, a partial understanding
of some of the simpler details and processes and some of 65 D+
the more complex ideas and processes.
With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler 60 D
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details and processes but not the more complex ideas and
processes.

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 59

Course Policies:

Student Work:

Students will use communication, creative thinking, problem solving, critical thinking, research
and presentations, social participation and cooperation. Plagiarism is not allowed at all in the
classroom. If plagiarism is used in written/oral assignment or exam, that student will receive a
failing grade on that assignment and possibly the entire course.

Portfolio:

Work from journals, handouts, assignments/projects, reports, or tests can all be used in student
portfolios.

Group Activities:

Students are expected to participate in group activities. Using problem solving, communication
and cooperation skills, students will work together to present a final product.

Homework Expectations:

Homework is applicable if a student did not finish his/her work in the classroom. There will be
occasional reading, research, worksheets, and study material that students are expected to
complete and turn in the next day.

Grading Guidelines:

1. Entries in the grade book that count towards the final grade will be limited to course or grade
level standards.

2. Extra credit will not be given at any time.

3. Students will be allowed multiple opportunities to demonstrate their understanding of content
standards in various ways. Retakes and revisions will be allowed. However, a student must prove
he/she has mastered the content prior to the retake. This retake will need to be scheduled at a
time that is convenient for the teacher.

4. Teachers will determine grade book entries by considering multiple points of data
emphasizing the most recent data and provide evidence to support their determination.

Students will be provided multiple opportunities to practice standards independently through
homework or other class work. Practice assignments and activities will be consistent with
classroom standards for the purpose of providing feedback. Practice assignments, including
homework, will not be included as part of the final grade.

Absences:
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Please tell the instructor in advanced if you plan on being absent from
class. You will have three days after the day you missed to turn in any
work you might have missed.

Citizenship Grade:

Students will be observed using their courtesy and kindness on a daily basis.

Class Rules:

Note: Students will help create class rules, expectations, and consequences the first couple weeks
of school. Below are some examples:

Raise your hand to speak

Walk to the person to speak to them
Slow deliberate movements

Be aware of what you are doing

Bullying of any kind will not be tolerated

Class Materials:

All students will need the following: pencil or pen, 2 composition or spiral notebooks, index
cards, and a water bottle

Donations of the following items are much appreciated: compasses, maps of any kind, liquid
glue, colored construction paper, any postcards, small dry erase board

I have read and understand the rules for class.
Parent/Guardian Signature: Date:
Parent/Guardian’s Email Address: and/or

Student Signature: Date:




