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How Natural Forces Change the Land

Complete the graphic organizer to show the cause and effects of how natural forces have shaped the
environment. The cause is the event that happened. The effect is the outcome or result of the event. The

first cause and effect has been done for you.

During the Paleozoic era, the remains of plants
and animals decayed and returned to the ground.
(page 29)

The fossil fuels (coal, oil, and natural gas)
formed within the earth’s crust.

The layers hardened to form limestone and
sandstone. (page 29)

North America was crunched together from
the pressure of the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.

(page 32)

The beautiful canyons of southern Utah were
formed. (page 33)

Salt from Utah is used in water softeners and to
melt ice on roads. (page 34)

Glaciers formed in the Wasatch and Uinta
Mountains. (page 36)

The glaciers melted. (page 36)

Mud slides, rock slides, floods, and earthquakes
are evidence that the earth is still changing. (page
38)
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