The five #'s of agriculture

Around 1760, there were 5 million people living in this nation, with 90 percent of them self-sufficient because of
their farming lifestyles. Now, over 200 years later, with more than 280 million people living in America, less than
2 percent of Americans are still farming.

Agriculture reaches past the farm. It has become an industry that not only includes farmers and ranchers but
also urban and suburban workers who process, package and transport food to America's customers.

Agriculture is everywhere, but what exactly, is it? Perhaps the best way to describe agriculture is to explore its Five
F's. The Five F's of agriculture employ nearly 20 percent of our country's workforce and about 17 percent of Utahns.
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is made from the raw products taken
from the farm. Some products may be
eaten raw, like peaches, or processed
into a different product, such as peach jam. Some raw food prod-
ucts, such as wheat, must be processed before they are eaten. For
example, bread is a much more digestible way and o better-tasting
way of eating wheat than eating whole wheat seeds.

The food industry is the processing and distribution of food.
There are many food industry careers: food scientists and engi-
neers, food processors (cooks), package designers, marketers, busi-
ness people, truckers and grocers and their stores.

Farmers and ranchers work with the cycles of weather, soil,
water and other
ecosystems to feed
our country and
a growing world
population.

Can you create a path from the foods
you eat back to the plants and animals
* produced on farms and ranches? Remember to include the
: processing, such as wheat being made into flour. Don't for-
: get the transporfation necessary to bring the products from
the farm or ranch to the processor, to the grocery store and
¢ finally to you! Look in the Deseret News for some favorite

. foods on your food paths. Circle each one you find.
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